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What can we learn about soil from the Alberta Soil Information Viewer?
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Farmers and ranchers realize the importance that healthy soil plays in such areas as supporting life on
earth, filtering land, water and air of toxins, pathogens, and greenhouse gases, and, securing the world’s
food supply. Alberta has a diversity of soils that contribute to these functions and fortunately, we have
access to an excellent soil information database through the Soil Information Viewer to better understand
and manage those resources.
The valuable insights available through the Soil Information Viewer, running from an internet welcome
page located at soilinformation.alberta.ca, is a starting point for soils investigation on any given farm or
ranch. The viewer accesses soil information stored in database tables called the Agricultural Regions of
Alberta Soil Inventory Database (AGRASID). The information in the database looks at the ability of Alberta
soils to grow crops, allowing comparisons between different lands in different areas, gives information on
soil properties, helps with making environmental farm plans, and a whole lot more.
Over the past 75 years there has been a significant investment in local soil survey and mapping throughout
Alberta’s agricultural regions and AGRASID is a compilation and update of those soil survey reports.i The
database describes over 858 soil types within 28,366 map units across 26 million hectares in a
standardized 1:100,000 scale, including detailed physical and chemical information for each soil type. The
Soil Information Viewer displays these AGRASID map units, providing background on the soil types
associated with any particular unit and where those soil types can be found within the landscape
topography.
From the Alberta Soil Information welcome page (shown below), the viewer is accessed by pressing the
graphic on the left of the page or by pressing On-line Soil Viewer above the graphic. The welcome page
also provides access to a number of tip sheets and YouTube videos so that an interested visitor may read
how to or watch how to perform several common tasks with the soil information viewer and at the same
time, familiarizes them with an overall understanding of the capabilities the viewer may provide.
Alberta’s Soil Information Viewer is a user friendly internet tool to access soils information from AGRASID.
The tool, along with the supporting AGRASID database, are a starting point for learning more about the
unique properties and productive capability of local soil.

1

i

About Agricultural Region of Alberta Soil Inventory Database (AGRASID) Version 3.0.
http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/sag5173?opendocument
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